Cover-Up Jurors Found 
Few Major Disagreements 
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The Watergate jury that 
convicted some of the most 
powerful men in President 
Nixon’s first administration 
had many differences of opin- 
ion but no major disagree- 
ments during its 15 hours of 
deliberation, three of its mem- 
bers said yesterday. 

At the outset, said foreman 
John A. Hoffar, “on almost ev- 
ery count there was a differ- 
ence of opinion.” 

But the nine women and 
three men, eight of them 
black, took up the 17 counts of 
the multi-page indictment one 
by one in order, he said. They 
held long and detailed discus- 
sions on each count, with ev- 
ery juror getting a chance to 
say all that was on his or her 
mind, and the informal poll at* 
the end of each discussion was 
always unanimous, he said. 

“By the time we reviewed 
the evidence and talked about 
it and what was 'said on the 
stand, I don’t know if you 
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‘ could say that we had any dis- 
agreement,” said juror Dock 
Reid, a 60-year-old hotel door- 
man. “We pretty much 
reached the same conclusion.” 
“I think it was a very good 
team,” said Hoffar. “Everyone 



was given ample opportunity 
to say everything on his mind. 
We stayed on each point long 
enough to make everyone feel 
he wasn’t forced, you know, 
pressured into doing the 
wrong thing.” 

The case was a difficult one, 
requiring jurors to recall 
nearly three months of com- 
plex and often conflicting tes- 
timony 'by and about men in 
the highest places of public 
trust. And that, said juror 
Ruth Gould, was also very 
much on the minds of the 
jury. 

“I just think that what this 
case is about }s as much as any- 
thing else the preservation of 
those institutions that we put 
our trust in,” she said, adding 
that the case was discussed in 
just those terms several times 
during the deliberations. 

While the jurors “. . . may 
not have a great deal of expe- 
rience at high levels of gov- 
ernment, they pretty well re- 
late it to their lives when they 
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